Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 SUVA 01297 30001 1Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 INR-10 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 ICA-11 
HA-05 EUR- 12 SNM-05 DEAE-00 ACDA-12 OES-09 EB-08 
COME-OO /1 17 W 

019455 300333Z/70 

R 260425Z IUL 78 
FM AMEMBASSY SUVA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7676 
INFO AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 
AMEMBASSY PORT MORESBY 
AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
CINCPAC HONOLULU HI 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SUVA 1297 

CINCPAC ALSO FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV 

SUBJECT: SUVA HIGHLIGHTS 

FOLLOWING ARE SPOT REPORTS OF RECENT EVENTS IN FIJI: 

1 . PRINCESS MARGARET TO VISIT - BRITISH HIGH COMMISSIONER TOLD 
AMB PRIVATELY THAT HE EXPECTS PRINCESS MARGARET TO VISIT FIJI 
FOLLOWING HER ATTENDANCE AT TUVALU INDEPENDENCE CEREMONIES OCT- 
OBER 1. FIJI TIMES ON JULY 26 REPORTED THAT TUVALU NEWS SHEET 

HAD SAID THE PRINCESS WOULD CHANGE PLANES HERE PRIOR TO AND FOLLOW- 
ING ATTENDANCE AT CEREMONIES. BUT BRITISH HIGH COMMISSIONER 
WOULD NOT CONFIRM REPORT TO PRESS. WE UNDERSTAND THAT VISIT TO 
FIJI WOULD BE BRIEF. 

2. DRUG HAUL IN NADI - PRESS REPORTED THAT A YOUNG NEW 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 SUVA 01297 30001 1Z 

ZEALAND WOMAN, CHRISTINA DOREEN SKIPPER, WAS ARRESTED BY CUSTOMS 
OFFICIALS AT NADI AIRPORT JULY 21 FOR POSSESSING 44 LBS 
MARIHUANA AND 4 LBS OF HEROIN. SKIPPER, WHO WAS RELEASED ON F$500 
BAIL, ARRIVED NADI VIA UTA FLIGHT FROM SINGAPORE. FIJI POLICE 
IN SUVA CONFIRMED SEIZURE TO EMBOFF, BUT SAID 

AIRPORT CUSTOMS WAS PROUDLY HANDLING THE CASE AND MAKING FEW 
DETAILS KNOWN TO THE POLICE. POLICE CONTACT AGREED TO PASS 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION TO EMBOFF WHEN IT BECOMES AVAILABLE. 

3. GOF CONDEMNS FRENCH NUCLEAR TEST - FIJI TIMES 24 JULY 

SAID ACTING PRIME MINISTER RATU PENAIA HAD VOICED DISAPPROVAL 
OF FRANCE'S 19 JULY NUCLEAR TEST IN TAHITI. RATU PENAIA REPORTED- 
LY TOLD PRESS FIJI MAINTAINS ITS OPPOSITION TO NUCLEAR TESTING 
IN THE PACIFIC AND HAS EXPRESSED THIS ATTITUDE TO FRENCH AMBASSADOR 
(RESIDENT IN NEW ZEALND) DURING HIS VISIT HERE LAST MONTH. 

RATU PENAIA SAID, HOWEVER, FIJIAN OPPOSITION MUST HAVE FALLEN 
"ON DEAF EARS". MFA SOURCE TOLD EMBOFF GOF HAD ALSO DELIVERED 
PROTEST NOTE TO FRENCH CHARGE IN SUVA. FIJI TIMES EDITORIAL OF 
24 JULY ENTITLED "THE POISONERS ARE AT IT AGAIN" COMMENTED THAT 
AMERICANS HAD LEAREND THEIR LESSON FROM EFFECTS OF 
RADIATION ON BIKINI ISLANDERS. IF UNDERGROUND TESTING WAS AS 
SAFE AS FRENCH CLAIMED, THEY SHOULD DETONATE NUCLEAR DEVICES 
SOMEWHERE IN FRANCE. EDITORIAL CONCLUDED, "WHY MUST THEY 
CONTINUE USING THE SOUTH PACIFIC AS THE TEST SITE, AND US AS 
THEIR GUINEA PIGS". 

4. COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES APPROVES LOANS - 
LOANS TO FIJI OF F$960,000 FOR LAND DEVELOPMENT AND TO FIJI. 

TONGA AND WESTERN SAMOA OF F$4, 580,000 FOR REGIONAL TELE- 
COMMUNICATIONS WERE APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN 
COMMUNITIES JULY 14. LOANS ARE FOR 40 YEARS AT 1 PERCENT 
INTEREST WITH 10 YEARS GRACE PERIOD. 
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5. AMEMBASSY SUVA HAS NEW QUARTERS - THE CARPENTERS ARE STILL 
HAMMERING, ELECTRICAL CURRENT IS SPORATIC, THE ELEVATOR RUNDS OF 
ITS OWN ACCORD, AND WATCH OUT FOR THAT SAWHORSE, BUT THE AMERICAN 
EMBASSY IN SUVA HAS PROUDLY MOVED INTO THE NEW QUARTERS AT 3 1 
LOFTUS STREET, TEL. 23031. (MAILING ADDRESS REMAINS P.O. 

BOX 218). IT IS NOT QUITE FINISHED SO GIVE US A FEW WEEKS TO GET 
GRACIOUS, BUT IT'S OURS ALONE AND IT IS HOME. 

CONDON 
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